
I spend a lot of time working digitally to fine tune my 
compositions. When I have achieved precisely the layout 
I find most appealing, I project my line work onto the 
canvas.

Netherlands

I’m 34 and I live in the Netherlands. I grew up in the UK 
but I am now a Irish national.

I am a visual artist who works in paint/ installations. I 
am interested in memory and destruction as a form of 
creation, because I think it’s more of an accurate way to 
see the world.

henrybyrne.com

Henry Byrne and Ayda Rose

Olympia, 
Washington, 
USA

Ayda Rose is a 
self-educated 
artist and 
illustrator from 
the East Coast, 
currently 
loving life and 
creating art 
in the Pacific 
Northwest. Her 
resident gallery 
is located in 
Olympia, Wa 
and she enjoys 
participating in exhibitions up and down the west coast.

Ayda enjoys exploring digitally with dynamic compositions 
and dramatic color palettes before creating pieces in various 
mediums, with an emphasis on acrylic paint. Her work is an 
inspired exploration of nature, culture, and symbolism with an 
aesthetic influenced by traditional Japanese art, comics, and 
graphic design.

AydaRose.com - Instagram.com/AydaintheOffing

‘Unknowing’
Paper, wax and 
dyes
25” x 19”

‘The Unknowing’
Acrylic on Canvas
24” x 36”

The area in the 
Netherlands is very 
flat and 10m below 
sea level. I can ride 
my bike for exercise 
so I thought I’d start 
with a very minimal 
landscape. I am in 
Groningen it is in the 
north of the country, it 
is very very flat. It feels 
quite exposed as the 
sky is very big and the 
wind can be too strong 
some times. ~Henry

I was inspired by 
the idea of a large 
expansive sky that 
you described. 
For this reason, I 
moved the horizon 
line low and 
sketched in some 
sweeping cloud 
forms to enhance 
the imposing 
presence of the 
sky. ~Ayda

The forests are full of Hemlocks & Cedar trees which are extremely tall and wide 
evergreens. What I tried to capture in my paintings is the contrast of light through the 
dark imposing figures of the trees. I believe that is what creates the beautiful, mysterious 
atmosphere of a Pacific Northwest forest. The winding trails are mostly dark, cloistered 
by the giant trees but dappled light penetrates the foliage in beautiful warm patterns. 
The forests here are green and wet and full of life. Moss covers everything, ferns sprout 
from the moss, mushrooms are hidden in dark crevices, and fallen trees have become 
nurse logs to new trees growing atop them. Everywhere there is life on top of life, all 
clamoring over each other to grow and thrive. The forest feels awake and full of mystery. 
~Ayda

Thanks for the description it sounds very beautiful. I come from a hilly part of 
the U.K, it reminds me of it. The environment sounds cosy. Quite different from 
the landscape here. My drawing is the feeling of the coziness I got from the text, 
keeping the lines but adding texture and the moss. ~Henry

During this project, It is hard to separate the 
experiences of COVID from my work. The 
cancelled events, exhibitions and travel has 
created a vacuum of time to be filled. there 
is also little to distract myself by meeting 
friends and travelling. All this time has made 
me confront decisions I generally avoid, 
about where to live and how to create more 
certainty. These topics push and pull me. 
The poem draws the metaphor of the open 
and enclosed spaces. how certain unseen 
things like the wind (our mind) push and pull 
us in all directions. This is the topic of the 
poem.
                  I worked on paper using dyes to 
colour it. Dyes are sensitive to the sun so 
over time the pink will fade and the light 
image will fade back into the white of the 
paper referring to this unique time and how 
it will fade as we return back to normality. 
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Imagination has been essential for me during quarantine. With so many limitations on where we 
can physically go, it’s a relief to have a passion that allows me to take figurative journeys and 
explore new things. ‘The Unkowing’ is a result of one such exploration. Inspired by the words of my 
partner, I imagined a surreal landscape, incorporating aspects of the physical place with elements 
of my own mental terrain. The result is a scene that is, to me, both foreign and familiar. In a way, 
aren’t we all experiencing a landscape that is both familiar to us and also altogether new?

the wind is strong, is long, is slow,
bending the trees and not letting me go.

straining my legs and pumping my arms,
my bike crawls past the cow filled farms.

half staying and a half going
maybe this is how it is
when you’re in the place of unknowing.
~Henry

Henry and Ayda 
began by sharing 
their very different 
landscapes: the 
extreme flatness of 
the Netherlands, 
contrasting with the 
mossy forests of the 
Pacific Northwest. 
Each of them took 
the project as an 
opportunity for a 
kind of imaginative 
travel, responding to 
their frustrations with 
restricted movement 
and in response 
creating works 
that explore new 
horizons.


